38 


Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature 48(1) March 1991 


Case 2763 

Coccinella undecimnotata Schneider, [1792] (currently Hippodamia 
(Semiadalia) undecimnotata ; Insecta, Coleoptera): proposed 
conservation of the specific name 

Robert D. Pope 

cjo The Natural History Museum, Cromwell Road, London SW7 5BD, U.K. 


Abstract. The purpose of this application is to conserve the specific name of Coccinella 
undecimnotata Schneider, [1792]. The name is threatened by the hitherto unrecognised 
senior synonym Coccinella oculata Thunberg, 1781. The ladybird beetle Coccinella 
undecimnotata is a widespread southern European species that has been the object of 
considerable study outside the field of taxonomy and is one that plays a significant part 
in the natural control of aphid pests of various crops in the south and east of the 
continent. 


1. The ladybird beetle currently known as Hippodamia (Semiadalia) undecimnotata 
was first identified (Schneider, [1792a], p. 165; see Hagen, 1863, p. 134 for the date of 
publication) as 4 Coccinella 11 macula ta, Fabr.?’ However, later in the same year the 
author (Schneider, [1792b], p. 379) corrected his error and named the species Coccinella 
llnotata , now cited as undecimnotata . After his death, Schneider’s collection was sold 
([Kiihl], 1828, p. iv; Horn & Kahle, 1936, p. 247) and its present whereabouts are 
unknown. It is therefore not possible to establish the identity of C. undecimnotata by 
examination of the original material. However, a suite of salient features referred to in 
the original description (especially the combination of a black pronotum with yellow 
anterior angles, a pyrrhiform communal elytral black spot immediately behind the 
scutellum and five other separate black spots on each elytron), together with the 
redescription and clear illustrations of the species by Olivier (1808, p. 1018, pi. 98.1, 
fig. 4a & b, pi. 98.16, fig. 76), Mulsant’s comments (1846, p. 65) and present-day 
detailed knowledge of Europe’s limited coccinelline fauna, leave no room for doubt 
that Schneider’s Coccinella undecimnotata [1792] is the species currently known as 
Hippodamia (Semiadalia) undecimnotata (Schneider). Under such circumstances, the 
designation of a neotype is not justified (Article 75b). 

2. Recent studies (Pope, 1987, p. 61) have rediscovered the identity of Coccinella 
oculata Thunberg (1781, p. 14, fig. 18), unjustifiably re-named by Olivier (1791, p. 62) 
as Coccinella circularis and by Herbst (1793, p. 278) as Coccinella omma and, ever since 
the last date, regarded as a species inquirenda (Mulsant, 1850, p. 1046; Crotch, 1874, 
p. 9; Korschefsky, 1932, p. 582). 

3. Coccinella oculata Thunberg, 1781 is a senior synonym of Coccinella 
undecimnotata Schneider, [1792]. Its identity was established (Pope, 1987, p. 61) by 
examination of Thunberg’s original material in the collections of the Zoological 
Museum of the University of Uppsala, Sweden and the designation of a lectotype 
therefrom. It follows that the earliest available name for the taxon is C. oculata . 
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4. As with many common and variable ladybird species, Coccinella undecimnotata 
Schneider, [1792] has had a large number of available names applied to it. The most 
recent world catalogue (Korschefsky, 1932) lists a total of 22: 17 as names of 
‘aberrations’, two as synonyms of undecimnotata and two as junior synonyms of names 
applied to ‘aberrations’. The earliest valid name listed by Korschefsky (p. 362) is 
undecimnotata Schneider [1792b], p. 379. This has been constantly used as the valid 
name of the taxon since 1846 (Mulsant, p. 63) and in the last 60 years the name in 
combination with one or other of four generic names (Adonia, Adalia, Semiadalia and 
Hippodamia (Semiadalia )) has appeared in more than 50 papers in scientific journals, 
several monographic treatments of the beetle family coccinellidae and one textbook 
on their biology. The publications are the work of more than 15 different authors (see 
Ferran et al., 1984, Hodek (Ed.), 1966 (which includes 17 papers by six different authors 
in which the species is mentioned) and Hodek, 1973). A representative list of 24 
additional references has been given to the Commission Secretariat. Coccinella oculata 
Thunberg, 1781 and its objective synonym Coccinella circularis Olivier, 1791 threaten 
the stability of a long-established and widely used name. 

5. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly 
asked: 

(1) to use its plenary powers to suppress the following specific names for the 
purposes of the Principle of Priority but not for those of the Principle of 
Homonymy: 

(a) oculata Thunberg, 1781, as published in the binomen Coccinella oculata ; 

(b) circularis Olivier, 1791, as published in the binomen Coccinella circularise 

(2) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the name 
undecimnotata Schneider, [1792], as published in the binomen Coccinella 
undecimnotata ; 

(3) to place on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Specific Names in Zoology 
the following names: 

(a) oculata Thunberg, 1781, as published in the binomen Coccinella oculata and 
as suppressed in (l)(a) above; 

(b) circularis Olivier, 1791, as published in the binomen Coccinella circularis and 
as suppressed in (l)(b) above. 
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